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REMEMBERING AN GORTA MOR

THE flock that Brother Walfrid 
ministered to in the East End of 
Glasgow in the late 19th Century was 
created in the Ireland of the Famine.
   When the club’s founding fathers met in 
St.Mary’s, Calton, the Famine had ended 
only 29 years earlier. 

To the Irishmen that founded the club, An 
Gorta Mor was no bit of misremembered 
ancient history. Then, survivors of those 
dark years were all around in the Irish 
families that had settled in the East End. 
   Many of the first Celtic supporters would 
have landed in Glasgow as kids escaping 
from a famine-ravaged Ireland.
  We can only imagine the daily struggles of 
that first generation of Celtic supporters. 
The club and the community that gave 
birth to it survived and thrived in the face 
of adversity. Although Celtic Football Club 
was inclusive and open to all from day one, 
it is stating the obvious that without the 
city’s large Irish community then the club 
would not exist.
   Although succeeding generations from 
Ireland would join their Glasgow relatives, 
it was the famine that created the Glasgow 
Irish.

   Today, the imprint of Irishness is 
everywhere in Celtic’s home town. The 
city phone book, for example, is full 
of Gallaghers, McCarthys, Murphys, 
O’Donnells and O’Neills. 
   Despite the huge amount of people in 
Glasgow who would proudly claim an Irish 
identity, the city’s biggest ethnic minority 
are currently invisible in the public space.
      Memorials are important in any society. 
They can acknowledge a past deed or 
misdeed. It can be a meeting point for 
celebration, mourning or a warning from 
the past. 
   All human societies throughout history 
have spent considerable amounts of scarce 
resources to erect monuments.
   All of Glasgow’s people should be rightly 
proud that the city was a safe haven for the 

most desperate and destitute of people of 
that time. 

The city’s Irish community deserve the 
respect of having their narrative enshrined 
and acknowledged on the public space.
   For that reason The Irish Post, the 
weekly publication which serves the Irish 
community in Britain, has launched a 
campaign to have a Famine memorial in 
Glasgow.
   The initial article to launch the campaign 
has met with strong support from the city’s 
Irish community. It’s an idea that’s long 
overdue.

Phil Mac Giolla Bhain is an author, blogger, 
journalist and writer. His work can be seen 
at www.philmacgiollabhain.com

Campaign launched for Glasgow to have a Famine memorial

“Scotland’s largest 
city is the only major 
reception centre 
for famine refugees 
that does not have a 
permanent memorial to 
the tens of thousands 
of starving Irish who 
landed on Clydeside in 
those awful years”
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